
T he Los Angeles County Fire
Department has been a leader in
implementing Class A foam as a

firefighting agent. As one of the first
major departments to equip all of their
new engines and quints with foam pro-
portioners, it regularly uses Class A foam
for direct attack, exposure protection,
overhaul and vegetation pretreatment.

Although the department had con-
siderable experience using both natural-
ly aspirated foam and compressed-air
foam for exterior structural attacks, its
members had less experience in using

The members of the 
Los Angeles County Fire
Department knew they
had a firefighting winner
in compressed-air foam, 
but they had only a string
of anecdotes to prove it.
In a quest for hard
numbers, the lacfd
conducted a series of
tests and released the
results to Fire Chief.

By Chris Cavette, Senior Editor

The Los Angeles County Fire Department’s test results seem to confirm many things that were gener-
ally known about foam but had not been rigorously documented. They clearly show where caf is
superior to either water or a Class A foam/water solution for interior attacks.

BUBBLES beat water

EVERY DEPARTMENT ,EVERY LEADER
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