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Study Finds Better Way to Fight House Fires

Safety: L.A. officials say
compressed air-foam
solution reduces damage
and quells blazes faster.

By ANDREW BLANKSTEIN
TIMES STAFT WRITIE

Fire depariments have used §o-
lutions of water and foam for dec-
ades to help snull out the trickiest
and most da g [nferncs, [rom
wind-whipped wildfired to chemi-
cally laced industrial blazes.

Bul a mew study caonducied by
the Los Angeles County Fire De-
partmienl fourd the subsiance Can
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also b effective in battling resden-
tial fires that natiopwide Rill thou
gands of people each year and
paee mallions of doflars in properLy

The review, published roday in
Primedia’s Fire Chiel magazine,
pompared Lhe pffectiveness of wa-
iep, a foam-water mixiure and a
compressed al-foam palution i ex-
tinguishing fires w21 |28l February
at three condemned gingle-family
homes in a Palmdale subdivision.

Compressed air-loam was Fouand
Lo be Uhree Limes mHore elfective in
reducing the time it took 10 exlin:
guigh the blazes, gaid Fire Chael P
Michar| Freeman.

vWe have used compressed ar-
{oam for the Last 4% years, pri-
marily 1o protect the exterior af
gtructured [rom wildiand fires,”
Freeman said, "But these resulls
demonstrate very clearly for us andl
anoyane wha reats thia study that
fnam has dramatic fire guUpprEsEind
potential for interior structural fire-
Fighting.”

The quicker knockdown Limes
iranslated into less damage to the
homes and their conlents and re-
duced the amount of contaminated
runodl from firelighting efforte.

Compressed air-foam mizes 3
fopm-waler solutlon and com-
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pressed @i together, delivering it
throwgh the fire hose's noctle in a
[aser-like faakion.

A foam-waler solulion cOSis g -
sbout $10,000 per fire department
vehicle, compared with §:20,000 Lo
£40,000 for the compressed dir-
foam, sald Bill Ballantyne, vice
pregident of Minneapelis-based
FoamPro, which paid lor a portion
of the county $tudy.

While typical comparisons of
foam and watet have refied on ex-

I
tinguishing pallets or sLraw that oy ;ﬂ
had been set on fire, the county e K |
study used wood-{rame, one-glory el e T 2 T, i
homes that contained furmiturs, | N Th e i .-i
tays and other contents typically LB =y A#"m:

tound in residential fired. )

Freeman said the overal] cost of LA firefighters spray 2 foam

he sturdy to the county was about  rixture to extinguish a recent

13,000 prush fire in Sepulveda Pass.
“Cver the years, we' e seen 3 lot

of studiea, from the government to tems and 19 engines with com-

{hve military,” said Fire Chief maga- pressed air-foam syst

gine editor Janet Wilmoth, “Buat
this wagn't out of 3 sterile environ- Ballantyne s2id he hopes the

ment like & laboratory. it was {he Study will spur mare departments
mast realistic setting possible with 1o purchase this technology.-
mﬂﬂ?“m““"?m?“k “The significance of the results
jarw| !""ELHE I.n:! :'r : Ilm““' is Lhat wi'vie now quantified what
thon, since 1988 to combat wikdfires. handful of fire departments have
Today, the department has more  DeEn discovering through theif ex-
than 200 fire trucks with foam Y8 penence,” e sl
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Precision foam every time

‘ 800-533-9511 www.foampro.com




